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Charles Weis, Ph.D., County Superintendent of Schools

Shannon Thomas
P.O. Box 7778
Thousand Oaks, CA 91359

Dear Ms. Thomas:

Thank you for supporting the 53" Annual Ventura County Science Fair. This tremendous event
would not be possible without your involvement and support.

The 2007 Ventura County Science Fair was attended by more than 900 students representing
public and private, Middle and High Schools throughout Ventura County.

54 of our students qualified to move on to the California State Science Fair held on May 21-22
(http://www.usc.edu/CSSF/). There Michael lorga, 13, a student at Sycamore Canyon School in
Newbury Park, earned the Dr. and Mrs. Arnold Beckmen Project of the Year award. His project,
called "Laser Cooling and Trapping of Rubidium-87 Atoms Using MOL (optical molasses)," put
him atop the middle school-aged division to win the equivalent of first place and $5,500.

In addition, two other Ventura County students won their division categories and another placed
second. All three are from Conejo Valley schools.

Samanta Y. Lux, an eighth-grader at Los Cerritos Middle School, won the Junior
Division’s Mammalian Biology category for her project “How Well Do Horses Learn.”
Bryce Kobrin, an eighth-grader at Sequoia Middle School, won the Junior Division’s
Mathematics and Software category for his project “If Robert E. Lee Had a PC: Cracking
the Vigenere Cipher.

Tierney Burke, a senior at La Reina High School, won the Senior Division’s Earth and
Planetary Sciences category for her project “Shear Wave Velocity Determined by
Refraction Microtremor Surveys in the Oxnard Plain to Assess Earthquake Risk.”

Again, thank you, we look forward to partnering with you again in the future.

Sincerely,

John E. Tarkany, Coordinator
Ventura County Office of Education



